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         Check the appropriate boxes to designate any transactions to which this
statement relates:

[ ] third party tender offer subject to Rule 14d-1

[x] issuer tender offer subject to Rule 13e-4

[ ] going-private transaction subject to Rule 13e-3

[ ] amendment to Schedule 13D under Rule 13d-2

         Check the following box if the filing is a final amendment reporting
the results of the tender offer. [ ]
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This issuer Tender Offer Statement on Schedule TO relates solely to preliminary
communications made before the commencement of a tender offer by Delta Apparel,
Inc., a Georgia corporation (the "Company"), to purchase up to 350,000 shares of
its Common Stock, par value $0.01 per share, at a price not greater than $22.00
nor less than $19.00 net per share in cash. Amendment No. 1 to this Schedule TO,
which will include responses to the Items in the schedule, an Offer to Purchase,
and other documents, is expected to by filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission and mailed to the Company's shareholders on December 4, 2001.

ITEM 12. EXHIBITS.

         The following Exhibit is submitted herewith:

(a)(5) Text of Press Release issued by the Company, dated November 20, 2001.

SIGNATURE

     After due inquiry and to the best of my knowledge and belief, I certify
that the information set forth in this Schedule TO is true, complete and
correct.

                                        DELTA APPAREL, INC.

                                        By: *
                                            ------------------------------------
                                        Name:
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                                        Title:

Dated:  November 20, 2001

* Pursuant to General Instruction D to Schedule TO, no signature is required.
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                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

EXHIBIT NO.       DESCRIPTION
-----------       -----------
(a)(5)            Text of Press Release issued by the Company, dated
                  November 20, 2001.
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