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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers
On January 25, 2010, the Board of Directors of Cognex Corporation (the �Company�) elected Robert Willett, age 42, as
President and Chief Operating Officer of the Company. Prior to such election, Mr. Willett was Executive Vice
President and President of the Company�s Modular Vision Systems Division (MVSD), the largest operating division of
the Company. Mr. Willett will continue to head MVSD. Prior to Mr. Willett�s election, Robert J. Shillman, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer of the Company, also held the office of President of the Company.
Prior to joining the Company in June 2008, Mr. Willett was previously Group Vice President of Business
Development and Innovation for the Product Identification Business Group of Danaher Corporation (�Danaher�) from
2007 to 2008. Prior to that, from 2003 to 2007, Mr. Willett was President of Videojet Technologies, a large subsidiary
of Danaher and a market leader in coding and marking products (�Videojet�). Mr. Willett joined Danaher after serving
as CEO of Willett International Ltd., a global coding and marking company that he sold to Danaher in 2003, and
which was merged into Videojet.
No changes were made to Mr. Willett�s base salary or target bonus amount in connection with his election as President
and Chief Operating Officer; however, for fiscal year 2010, he will have the opportunity to earn 0-250% of his target
bonus amount based on the achievement of specified performance goals, representing an increase from his bonus
potential of 0-200% of his target bonus amount as was in effect prior to his promotion.
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

COGNEX CORPORATION

Dated: January 29, 2010  By:  /s/ Richard A. Morin  
Name:  Richard A. Morin 
Title:  Executive Vice President of Finance and

Administration, and Chief Financial Officer 
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