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Item 8.01 Other Events

On March 15, 2011, the board of directors of Patterson Companies, Inc. (the Company ) approved a new share repurchase plan that replaces the
existing share repurchase plan. Under the new plan, up to 25 million shares may be repurchased. The shares can be purchased in open market
transactions through March 15, 2016. There were approximately 4.5 million shares available to be repurchased under the previous plan that has
been replaced.

In addition, the board of directors approved an increase in the quarterly cash dividend to $0.12 per share from $0.10 per share, payable April 28,
2011 to shareholders of record as of the close of business on April 11, 2011.

A press release dated March 16, 2011 that describes the new share repurchase plan and the increase in the dividend was issued by the Company.
A copy of this press release is furnished as exhibit 99 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

(d) Exhibits

99  Press release dated March 16, 2011
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

PATTERSON COMPANIES, INC.
Date: March 16, 2011 By: /s/R. Stephen Armstrong
R. Stephen Armstrong
Executive Vice President, Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer
(Principal Financial Officer and Principal Accounting Officer)
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99 Press release dated March 16, 2011



