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Item 5.  Other Events.

        On April 30, 2002, Mr. John C. Ford, the registrant's Vice President and
President, International Operations ("Ford"), filed a Notice of Proposed Sale of
Securities Pursuant to Rule 144 Under the Securities Act of 1933 regarding his
intention to simultaneously exercise options to purchase 186,000 shares of the
registrant's Common Stock and sell such stock on the open market. This exercise
and sale is being undertaken by Ford to comply with the distribution of
community property in the matter of the dissolution of his marriage.
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                                   SIGNATURES

        Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                         Varian Medical Systems, Inc.

                                         By: /s/ Joseph B. Phair
                                            ------------------------------------
                                         Name:  Joseph B. Phair
                                         Title: Vice President, Administration,
                                                General Counsel & Secretary

Dated:  April 30, 2002
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