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================================================================================

Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors;
Appointment of Principal Officer.

      In respect of the current report on Form 8-K of Varian Medical Systems,
Inc. (the "Company") announcing R. Andrew Eckert's appointment on October 15,
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2004 to the Company's Board of Directors, Mr. Eckert's committee assignments
have not yet been determined. The Company will file a further amendment to its
October 15, 2004 current report on Form 8-K once Mr. Eckert's committee
assignments are determined.
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                                   SIGNATURES

      Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                         Varian Medical Systems, Inc.

                                         By:  /s/ JOSEPH B. PHAIR
                                              ---------------------
                                         Name:   Joseph B. Phair
                                         Title:  Vice President, Administration,
                                                 General Counsel and Secretary

Dated: October 15, 2004
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